
Abuela
ah-BWAY-la
This word means “Grandmother.”  Martina's Abuela plays an important role in the story.  
How does she help Martina find a good husband?

adiós
ah-dee-OSE
This is Spanish for “good-bye."

mi amor
mee  ah-MORE
This term of endearment translates into English as “my love.”  Pérez calls Martina his amor after she passes the Coffee Test.  

café cubano
kah-FEH  coo-BAH-noe
Café cubano means “Cuban coffee.”  You can tell from the name that this drink comes from Cuba.  Café cubano is strong,
yet tasty.  People drink it in the morning, after meals, and when they visit with friends.  Martina does the polite thing by
offering her suitors café cubano, but there's nothing polite about splashing it on their shoes!

“¡Caramba!”
kah-RAHM-bah
This word is an expression of surprise.  In English, it might mean “wow!” or “goodness!”  When you write an expression
like this in Spanish, you use two exclamation points: one upside-down at the beginning of the word, and one right-side-up
at the end.  What effect do you think the extra exclamation point has?  Does it make the expression more powerful?

un consejo increíble
oon  con-SEH-hoe  een-creh-EE-bleh
Consejo means “advice,” and increíble means “incredible” or “shocking.”  What consejo increíble does Abuela give to
Martina?  Why is it so very increíble?

Don Cerdo
don  SEHR-doe
Don is a title for very important men.  It is like “Mr.”in English, except Don shows even more respect and honor.  Can you
believe Martina spilled coffee on Don Gallo, Don Cerdo and Don Lagarto?  Now Abuela's advice seems even more 
shocking!  Cerdo, as you may have guessed, is the Spanish word for “pig.”  No wonder Don Cerdo is so sloppy!

Don Gallo
don  GUY-yoe
Gallo is the Spanish word for “rooster.”  
How do you think Don Gallo's name is reflected in his personality and the way he acts?

Don Lagarto
don  lah-GAHR-toe
Lagarto means “lizard.”  Don Lagarto certainly seems slithery enough to live up to his name!  






